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CIED 6163: Social and Emotional Components of Gifted and Talented Students 

Fall 2021 

University of Arkansas College of Education and Health Professions 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 

Instruction Mode: ONLINE Via Blackboard 
 

Instructor: Stefanie McKoy                                                                           Email: slgordon@uark.edu 
Phone:  Cell: 417-496-8783                                                                      Office Hours: By appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This is an advanced course designed for the scholar-practitioner concerned with specific social and 
emotional issues in gifted education. Purpose of this course is to study the theoretical and practical 
aspects of those affective issues, behaviors, and experiences often associated with gifted and talented 
students.  

PREREQUISITES: None 

COURSE COMMUNICATION:  

Email is the quickest form of contact. Please allow me 24 hours to respond. All emails should have 

your name and section number in the subject line (this is a good university habit). Please do not 

hesitate to contact me if you have a question but do not wait until the last minute to do so (see late 
policy). You may also contact me via cell through call or text in the case of emergency. 

Communication is KEY to an online course!  
 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:  

1. Hérbert, T. H. (2020). Understanding the social and emotional lives of gifted students (2nd 

ed). Routledge.  
 

OTHER TEXTS OF INTEREST: 

1. Daniels, S., & Piechowski, M. M. (Eds.) ( 2008). Living with intensity: Understanding the 
sensitivity, excitability, and emotional development of gifted children, adolescents, and adults. 
Scottsdale, AZ: Great Potential Press. 
 

2. Greenspon, T. S. (2007). What to do when good enough isn't good enough: The real deal on 
perfectionism (a guide for kids). Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit Publishing. 

 
3. Neihart, M. Pfiffer, S., Cross, T. (2015). The social and emotional development of gifted children: 

What do we know? (2nd ed.). Waco, TX: Prufrock. 
 

COURSE RESOURCES 

1. Mullins Library 

2. Course instructor's resource materials (see references), organizations, and agencies 
3. Articles provided in Blackboard 

 

COMPETENCIES: Upon completion of CIED 6163, students will be able to:  

 

• Provide a personal rationale regarding the affective characteristics of gifted and talented 
children; NAGC Standard (1.1; 3.2) 

• Discuss the various issues and vulnerabilities often confronting advanced learners; NAGC 
Standard (3.2) 
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• Explore related literature and research on the affective characteristics and needs of gifted 
and talented students; NAGC Standard (1.6; 6.2) 

• Examine specific issues of students from special populations (i.e., underachievers, twice 
exceptional, culturally diverse, etc.) NAGC Standard (3.3; 6.3) 

• Develop strategies for modifying and/or designing learning experiences appropriate for 
nurturing the social/emotional development of gifted/talented students at home and in 
school; NAGC Standard (3.5) 

• Discuss the influences of individuals (family members, teachers, peers and others) and 
environments (home, school, and community) on the social and emotional development of 
gifted and talented students; NAGC Standard (4.2) 

• Explain bibliotherapy and suggest specific books/films that might be appropriate for 
students with special concerns. NAGC Standard (3.6) 

• Create a presentation to an appropriate audience regarding affective concerns and 
recommendations for addressing them of gifted and talented students. NAGC Standard (1.6) 

• Discuss current research regarding an affective issue of advanced learners in a written 
report. NAGC Standard (6.2) 

• Develop an annotated bibliography of research and appropriate literature on one affective 
issue or population of gifted and talented learners. NAGC Standard (3.6) 

• Reflect on previous experiences where affective issues were present for yourself or others 
and the similarity those encounters were to the readings from the course. NAGC Standard 
(6.2) 

• Apply best practice teaching strategies to lessons concerning affective issues to use with 
advanced learners. NAGC Standard (6.2) 
 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL COMPONENTS OF GIFTED AN TALENTED STUDENTS 

A. The Gifted Individual 
  1. Emotional Aspects/AffectiveCharacteristics 
  2. Dabrowski's Theory/Piechowski's work 
  3. Specific Guidance/Concerns/Issues 
 
 B. The Gifted Child in the Schools 
 
  1. Role of Educational Personnel 
  2. Academic Counseling  
  3. Career Counseling 
  4. Relationships with peers, self, and family 
  5. Strategies, Activities, Materials, and Conditions 
 
 C. Special Topics and Special Populations 
  1. Underachievers and Nonproducers 
  2. Adolescent Guidance 
  3. Gifted Girls 
  4. Gifted Youth with Disabilities 
  5. Culturally Diverse Students 
  6. Effects of Bias 
  7. Leadership Issues 
  8. Parent Advocacy 
  9. Loneliness, Perfectionism, Procrastination, Suicide 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Class Participation 

Participants should be prepared for each week’s lesson by completing the assigned readings and 
completing tasks and activities, as well as, turn in assignments on time in Blackboard. 

Assigned Readings 

Assigned Readings: The required text and articles provided will fulfil the reading requirements 

for this course.  Class members are expected to utilize information from these readings in the 

preparation of required projects, blog posts, application tasks and in journal entries. 

Requirement #1 
 
Requirement 1: Choice of movie or children’s book analysis 
This assignment incorporates two different tasks and emphases. One part is to analyze the social and 
emotional characteristics and needs of a fictional gifted character. The other is to analyze the 
portrayal of that character from your perspective as a developing professional. 
 
Movie Analysis 
 
Watch a movie (NOT a documentary) that portrays a gifted child or young adult as a central 
character. Write a 3-4 page paper addressing (a) the significant social/emotional characteristics the 
character displayed, with discussion of how those characteristics affected the child and interacted 
with his or her cognitive (or other talent domain) characteristics (20%); (b) what special needs the 
character had, based on his or her affective characteristics (20%); and (c) how significant people in 
the individual’s environment responded to the characteristics, positively or negatively (20%). Then 
write a brief critique (1-2 pages) of the movie from your perspective as a developing professional in 
gifted or general education – does the movie help to create stereotypes, dispel them, or both (40%)?  
Some possible movies are: 
 
• The Emperor's Club  
• Billy Elliott (U.K, 2000)  
• Little Man Tate  
• Matilda  
• Searching for Bobby Fischer  
• Dead Poet's Society  
• Finding Forrester  
• Ferris Bueller’s Day Off  
• Good Will Hunting  
• The Color Purple  
• Bend It Like Beckham (U.K., 2002)  
• The Outsiders 

 
Children’s Book Analysis: 
Read a children’s or young adult literature selection (must be a fictional chapter book) that portrays 
a gifted child or young adult as a central character. Write a 3-4 page paper addressing (a) the 
significant social/emotional characteristics the character displayed, with discussion of how those 
characteristics affected the child and interacted with cognitive (or other talent domain) 
characteristics (20%); (b) what special needs the character had, based on his or her affective 
characteristics (20%); and (c) how significant people in the individual’s environment responded to 
the characteristics, positively or negatively (20%). Then write a brief critique (1-2 pages) of the book 
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from your perspective as a developing professional in gifted or general education – does the book 
help to create stereotypes, dispel them, or both (40%)? 
Some possible novels are:  
• Letters to Julia, (Barbara Holmes)  
• Welcome to the Ark, (Stephanie Tolan)  
• The View from Saturday, (E.L. Konigsburg)  
• Anne of Green Gables, (L.M. Montgomery)  
• Here’s to You, Rachel Robinson, (Judy Blume)  
• The Gospel According to Larry, (Janet Tashjian)  
• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, (Maya Angelou)  
• The Report Card, (Andrew Clements) 
 

Requirement #2 
 
Journal:  Each class member will keep a journal with a minimum of eight (8) entries for the course.  
The journals are NOT diaries.  The entries are to be focused.  The content of the journal could 
incorporate the following: 
 

❖ connect real life experiences/situations to course content and readings; 
 

❖ descriptions of past or present students exhibiting behaviors discussed in class; 
 

❖ ideas for strategies you believe would be helpful for particular children with specific 
problems or issues; 

 
❖ a forum for your own ideas, philosophy regarding affective concerns. 

 
❖ Some of the application task assignments will count as a journal entry and is noted in the 

Class AGENDA 
 

Requirement #3 and Requirement #4 

 
Research Paper and Presentation Assignment Description 

 
Self-Selected Topic 

 
For 100 points: 
 
Research Paper: Conduct a review of the literature on a topic of interest to the class member.  
The paper should be written in a scholarly manner with references and may include specific 
strategies that are suggested by researchers. Consult the rubric carefully so that you will know the 
elements that will be consider regarding excellent work.  
 

Research Paper Rubric 

Criteria Exemplary Good Acceptable 
 
Purpose 

The writer's central 
purpose or 
argument is readily 
apparent to the 
reader and is 
appropriate to the 
study of social and 
emotional needs of 
the gifted. 

The writing has a clear 
purpose or argument, 
but may sometimes 
digress from it and is 
appropriate to the study 
of social and emotional 
needs of the gifted. 

The central purpose or 
argument is not 
consistently clear 
throughout the paper and 
is appropriate to the study 
of social and emotional 
needs of the gifted. 
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Content 

Balanced presentation 
of relevant and 
legitimate 
information that 
clearly supports a 
central purpose or 
argument and shows 
a thoughtful, in-depth 
analysis of a 
significant topic. 
Reader gains 
important insights. 

Information provides 
reasonable support for a 
central purpose or 
argument and displays 
evidence of a basic 
analysis of a significant 
topic. Reader gains 
some insights. 

Information supports a 
central purpose or 
argument at times. 
Analysis is basic or 
general. Reader gains few 
insights. 

Organization The ideas are 
arranged logically to 
support the purpose 
or argument. They 
flow smoothly 
from one to another 
and are clearly linked 
to each other. The 
reader can follow the 
line of reasoning. 

The ideas are arranged 
logically to support the 
central purpose or 
argument. They are 
usually clearly linked to 
each other. For the 
most part, the reader 
can follow the line of 
reasoning. 

In general, the writing is 
arranged logically, 
although occasionally 
ideas fail to make sense 
together. The reader is 
fairly clear about what 
writer intends. 

 
 
Engagement 
 

The writing is 
compelling. It hooks 
the reader and 
sustains 
interest throughout. 
 

The writing is 
generally engaging, but 
has some dry spots. In 
general, 
it is focused and keeps 
the reader's attention. 

The writing is dull and 
unengaging. Though the 
paper has some 
interesting parts, the 
reader finds it difficult to 
maintain interest. 

 
 
Tone 

The tone is 
professional and is 
appropriate for an 
academic research 
paper. 

The tone is generally 
professional. For the 
most part, it is 
appropriate for an 
academic research 
paper. 

The tone is not 
consistently 
professional or 
appropriate for an 
academic research paper. 

 
Sentence 
Structure 

Sentences are well-
phrased and varied in 
length and structure. 
They flow smoothly 
from one to another. 

Sentences are well 
phrased and there is 
some variety in length 
and structure. The flow 
from sentence to 
sentence is generally 
smooth. 

Some sentences are 
awkwardly constructed so 
that the reader is 
occasionally distracted. 

 
Word Choice 

Word choice is 
consistently precise 
and accurate. 

Word choice is 
generally good. The 
writer often goes 
beyond the generic 
word to find one more 
precise and effective. 

Word choice is merely 
adequate, and the range of 
words is limited. Some 
words are used 
inappropriately. 

Grammar, 
Spelling, 
Writing 
Mechanics 
(Punctuation, 
italics, 
capitalization, 
etc.) 

The writing is free or 
almost free of errors. 

There are occasional 
errors, but they don't 
represent a major 
distraction or obscure 
meaning. 

The writing has many 
errors, and the reader is 
distracted by them. 
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Use of 
References 
 

Compelling evidence 
from professionally 
legitimate sources is 
given to support 
claims. Attribution is 
clear and fairly 
represented. 
 

Professionally 
legitimate sources 
that support claims are 
generally present and 
attribution is, for the 
most part, clear and 
fairly represented. 

Although attributions are 
occasionally given, many 
statements seem 
unsubstantiated. 
The reader is confused 
about the source of 
information and ideas. 

Quality of 
References & 
Appropriate 
Citation Using 
APA 6th 
Edition 

References are 
primarily peer-
reviewed 
professional journals 
or other approved 
sources (e.g., 
textbooks, 
professional 
organizations). 
 
APA format is used 
accurately and 
consistently in the 
paper and on the 
"References" page. 

Although most of the 
references are 
professionally 
legitimate, a few are 
questionable. 
 
 
APA format is used 
with minor errors. 

Most of the references are 
from sources that are not 
peer reviewed 
and have uncertain 
reliability. 
 
 
There are frequent errors 
in APA 
format. 

Exemplary Column items = 10 pts., Good Column = 8 pts., Acceptable Column = 6 pts.  For 100 points: 

 

Individual Project/Presentation: Each student will research prepare a presentation on a self-
selected social and emotional topic (it makes sense that you will prepare this presentation from the 
research you have done for the research paper).  The presentation will (1) summarize the key issues; 
(2) review the best thinking from the literature on problems and/or traits of students in the 
category; (3) highlight the recommended strategies for working with students regarding this issue 
and (4) point out cautions in a lively and interesting manner. This portion of your work 
comprises 75% of your grade for this assignment. 
 
You will presentation that also includes with a packet that includes (1) background information 
(including an annotated bibliography), (2) Prezi/power-point slide handout and (3) "how-to" script 
so that others could present an awareness workshop on the issue. This portion of your work 
comprises the last 25 % of your grade for the assignment. 
 
Topics for presentations will be selected from the following list based on student interest. 
 
* Motivation: Dealing with Failure 
* Gifted Female/Males 
* Twice-Exceptional Gifted Student -  

• Asperger's Syndrome 

• The Learning Disabled Gifted Student 

• ?? other topic 
* Morality Development: Implications for the Gifted 
* "Primarily" Gifted: Understanding and Serving the Young Gifted Child 
* The Gifted and Leadership Development 
*  Another topic of your choice - [with the instructor's approval]  
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EVALUATION 

Students in this course will be evaluated and grades assigned based on the number of points 

accumulated on the following activities:  In-class/online participation, exam, and application tasks 

and a movie or book analysis. The points are identified in the course schedule. The instructor will 

notify the students of any changes in advance, if necessary.   

SYLLABUS CHANGE 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes as necessary to this syllabus.  If changes are 
made, advance notification will be given to the class. 

 

GRADING:  

The total number of points earned will determine the student's final grade.  The scale will be as 

follows:  735-661= A, 660--588 = B, 587-515= C. 

The total number of points earned will determine the student's final grade. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  

The application of the University of Arkansas Academic Honesty Policy, as stated in the Student 

Handbook, will be fully adhered to in this course. Academic dishonesty involves acts that may subvert or 

compromise the integrity of the educational process. Each student is responsible for being fully aware of 

the contents of the Academic Honesty Policy and of the possible consequences of disregarding that 

policy. Any work turned in by a student must be his or her own original work. Works from others that are 

referenced must be cited according to APA guidelines. The University of Arkansas Academic Honesty 

Policy can be located online at: http://provost.uark.edu/245.php.  

Students with questions about how these policies apply to a particular course or assignment should 
immediately contact their instructor." 

LATE WORK POLICY: Late work will not be accepted without penalty. A 10 percent reduction in 

grade per day will be apportioned except in extraordinary circumstances (death in the family, serious 

illness, etc.). You must contact the instructor BEFORE the assignment is due if extraordinary 

circumstances occur.  If you have an excused absence as defined above, you may take a makeup 

examination. 

ACCOMMODATIONS: University of Arkansas Academic Policy Series 1520.10 requires that students 

with disabilities are provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. 

If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact me privately at the 

beginning of the semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please note, you 

must first verify your eligibility for these through the Center for Educational Access (contact 479–575–

3104 or visit cea.uark.edu for more information on registration procedures). 

 

 
 

http://provost.uark.edu/245.php
http://cea.uark.edu/
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
NG=No Grade 

Class Schedule 

Week Dates Activities 
Due 
Date 

Points 

1 8/23-8/29 
 
 

Theories of 
Psychological 
Development  

Read chapter 1   

Introduction Flipgrid  8/29 NG 

Hypothes.is Discussion  8/29 10 

Journal Entry #1  8/29 20 

2 8/30-9/5 
 

Social and Emotional 
Characteristics and 

Traits in Gifted 
Students (Part 1) 

Read chapter 2   

FlipGrid Discussion 9/5 10 

Hypothes.is Discussion  9/5 10 

Journal Entry #2  9/5 20 

3 9/6-9/12 
 

Social and Emotional 
Characteristics and 

Traits in Gifted 
Students (Part 2) 

Read chapter 3   

Application Assignment 9/12 25 

Journal #3 9/12 20  

4 9/13-9/19 
 

Contextual Influences 
on the Social and 

Emotional 
Development of Gifted 

Students  

Read chapter 4   

Bronfenbrenner’s Application- Movie Assignment 9/19 25 

5 9/20-9/26 
 

Identity Development 
in Gifted Students   

Read chapter 5   

Strategies Assignment: Develop a Handout 9/26 25 

6 9/27-10/3 
 

Relationships That 
Influence Social and 

Emotional 
Development 

Read chapter 6   

Hypothes.is Discussion  10/3 10 

Journal #4 10/3 20 
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7 10/4-10/10 
 

Teachers and 
Counselors Supporting 
Gifted Underachieving 

Students 

Read chapter 7 
  

FlipGrid: Analysis of Justin 10/10 25 

8 10/11-10/17  
 

Supporting the Social 
and Emotional 

Development of Twice-
Exceptional Students 

Read chapter 8   

Chapter 8 quiz 10/17 20 

Journal #5  10/17 20 

9 10/18-10/24 
 

Supporting the Social 
and Emotional 

Development of Gifted 
Culturally Diverse 

Students 

Read chapter 9   

Hypothes.is Discussion  10/24 20 

VoiceThread Discussion Culturally Responsive Teaching 10/24 20 

10 10/25-10/31 
 

Designing  
Classroom 

Environments for 
Social and Emotional 

Development 

Read chapter 10   

Bitmoji Ideal Gifted Classroom Assignment 10/31 25 

Journal #6 10/31 20 

11 10/1-11/7 
 

Bibliotherapy/ 

Videotherapy 
Children’s Book or Movie Assignment Due 11/7 100 

12 11/8-11/14 
 

Acceleration and 
Grouping for the Gifted  

Hypothes.is Discussion  11/14 10 

13 11/15-11/21  
 
 

Rage and the Gifted 

VoiceThread Discussion 11/12 20 

Journal Post # 7  20 

14 11/22-11/28 
 

Affective Classroom   

Curriculum Review Assignment 11/28 20 

Journal Post # 8 11/28 20 

15 & 
16  

11/29-12/12 
 

Research and 
Presentations   

Research Paper 12/12 100 

Research Presentation 12/12 100 

TOTAL 735 

 


