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A Lesson about 
Cave Art and 

Expression



Students a group, virtual cave tour of the 
Chauvet-Pont d'Art Cave. This was teacher 
directed and read by the teacher. The 
discussion questions were prompted by the 
teacher as well. 

Students sat at their seats to view the tour on 
the projected screen. 

Lesson 1: Whole 
Group Exploration



Cave Art
Following the guided cave tour, students participated in a 
dice roll cave art project. Students roll a dice to determine 
what cave art to put on their cave wall (a crumpled brown 
shopping bag). Students were able to determine the colors 
for their drawings. 



Part One Reflection
My kids STRUGGLED with this part! The liked going through the museum and seeing the 
different art but I was constantly having to redirect student behavior. I have a few students 
who struggle with sitting still during lessons so the reading aloud was difficult. I had one 
student who would get up and start twirling in circles while moving in circles around the room 
(seriously) and another student who would continue shout out additional facts. 

When we got to the art activity, the students were rumbling and groaning about having to 
draw the figures depicted on the sheet of paper. They stated it would be to hard etc. I told 
them they were going to give it a shot. They wanted to do 'their own version' and I told them 
they were going to do it my way today. (Little did they know...) 

I had one student who went through 3 versions before he finished. Another student who 
started crying because he didn't like the sound of chalk on the paper and couldn't handle the 
feel of the chalk. I let him use markers. He also went through several revisions.

However, most kids were engaed during the drawing. No dice were thrown. 



Examples



Part 2
I decided to break this lesson into two parts to try the 'looking' for right 
answers / teacher directed and a second part allowing for more 
creativity. 

To begin the second part, I paired the students off to continue looking at 
the cave in France. (I had one student who felt overhwlemed (the one 
who was dealing with sensory issues from before) who didn't want to 
be paired with anyone. He became upset and needed time alone. He 
sat out during this part. I wish I knew my students better so I could have 
seen this coming, possibly.) Students were encouraged to continue to 
explore the cave art to see what they gathered about the people during 
the time. After 15 more minutes, I asked students to share their learning 
and they were extremely excited to discuss. I had to stop the 
conversation rather than try to pull information. Then I flipped it on 
them. I asked, "What would OUR cave art look like for 2020-2021?" 
Students began brainstorming images to represent the last year and 
providing reasonings. Some were personal and some were global. I just 
listened. Then students were given another bag to crunch to create their 
art.  



Reflection: Part 2
WAY better! They were all excited to create even with my topic I provided. They were creative within the context 
of 2020-2021. They built ideas off each other and their art work on the second canvas was much better than the 
first version. I have included videos of my students discussing what they thought about the two different versions. 
My one girl in class said she liked part 1 better because she likes lessons where she is told what to do and what 
to expect. I think that is very true of a lot of students. Creativity can be hard in a lot of areas for students who hold 
high standards for themselves and have perfectionist tendencies. I don't know the young lady very well but I 
would say she fits this! I had a boy ask me which answer he should provide me when I videoed him. He was 
wanting to please me. I told him to just answer the question honestly! 

THESE kids are so much fun! I LOVE them.... 



Thank You!


