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A FEW THINGS TEACHERS
CAN DO:

Provide books, films, and
other media that
encourages girls to choose
achieving careers
.Educate teachers, parents,
councilers, etc about
providing equal
opportunities for boys and
girls. 
Encourage leadership
opportunities for boys and
girls 
Encourage early spatially
oriented activities, such as
Legos®, mathematics,
laboratory science,
computer work, engineering,
and puzzles for both girls
and boys while brain growth
is rapid.
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Family, school, and
peer expectations can
have a positive and/or
negative impact on
strong achievement
orientation, risk taking,
independence, and
self-confidence in girl
students.These
expectations can lead
to low or high
aspirations that in turn
result, respectively, in
underachievement or
lifetime high
achievement.



SENSE OF
COMPETENCE 

Studies over sense of
competence show that
women have lower feelings
of competence than men
do. 
Also, when women are
asked to evaluate their
personal performance, they
tend to underestimate their
degree of success, and
males overestimate.
 
It is possible that girls' lack
of confidence causes them
to avoid risk taking. 

Girls receive less attention
than boys do in the classroom. 
African American girls get
even less attention than other
girls. 
Sexual harassment of girls by
boys is increasing. 
Girls are included less in the
subject matter of textbooks. 
Girls are advancing in math
but declining in science. 
Boys get more SAT-based
scholarships than girls do, even
when SAT scores are the same.
 The decrease in girls’ self-
esteem during school years is
three times greater than that
of boys.
 Only half of girls take pride in
their schoolwork. 
Teachers allow boys to try
again but tend to take over for
girls.

SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS
Continuous studies have shown
that school biases discourage
an achievement orientation for
females. 
Critical disadvantages with which
girls cope in public schools: 

FAMILY EXPECTATIONS
Both the mother's role modeling
and the father's expectations
have an impact on boys and
girls education. 
 

Girls risk being considered
"unfeminine" by peers, and boys
risk being "uncool" if they are
too involved in school
achievement. 

Girls however, intentionally
undermine their academic
abilities in fear that, if known,
peers will view them as less
competent or unattractive.

Because of peer pressure, girls
tend to drop out of gifted and
talented programs more than
boys.

PEER EXPECTATIONS


