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Art

A celebration of 
arts education 
An education in art is a celebration of many things,  
writes Julie Finch, and she names but a few below

This can include:

•	 Children and young people, their 
perspectives on life and their talent.

•	 Schools and art teachers, where 
skills are developed, teachers 
enable, children and young people 
realise their creativity and art is 
positioned as important to life.

•	 In a changing world, art enables 
us to understand perspectives 
and create our own response, it 
enables us to use our minds to find 
solutions and express ourselves

With these three important 
perspectives in mind, children and 
young people, art education and 
impact of art on the world, I quote 
Michael Rosen, broadcaster and 
children’s author:

‘Arts are a means by which we can 
investigate and understand the past 
and the present, our world and our 
feelings. We can do this by ‘doing’ it 
or by ‘spectating it’ or both. Through 
art we can relate ourselves with other; 
we can discover the shape of history 
and humanity and where and how we 
fit into it.’

Art is important to children and 
young people because:

•	 Creativity begins at birth; we are all 
born with potential.

•	 We need creativity in our adult lives 
– so it must be nurtured.

•	 If children are not exposed to 
creativity, it is equal to not being 
exposed to sport and physical activity 
– art cascades sunlight onto lives.

•	 All young people are curators, 
through imagery, their digital 
presence, they are curating a 
portrait of themselves each day – 
there has never been a greater need 
for creative thinking and art as self-
expression (good or bad) and this 
has an impact on lives.

Art and creativity in the classroom 
powers a child’s understanding of the 
world because:

•	 Teachers inspire and lead.

•	 They share an understanding 
of cultures and tolerance in the 
classroom and perspectives on the 
world.

•	 They develop creative skills and 
rounded children and young people.

•	 They create places for safe 

experimentation, not failure; places 
for exploration, motivation and 
solution finding.

The world we live in demands elevated 
and amplified levels of skills, the 
Harvard Business Review states that 
‘creativity can benefit every function 
of an organisation’, creativity is 
recognised as an essential way of 
thinking. 

•	 This is demonstrated through the 
fact that art and culture contributes 
over 156 billion pounds to the 
economy.

•	 Creative industries span a wide range 
of careers, many based on artistic 
practice, such as architecture, design 
and the media industry.

•	 For consumers of creativity and 
art – whatever their profession – 
art and culture contributes to the 
visitor economy in the UK, which is 
a world leader.

Whether you are a budding Picasso, 
Rembrandt or Jeremy Deller. Whether 
the pupils you teach are first time 
artists or training to be an architect. 
Whether a child aspires to work for 
Google or run a café. Whether children 
and young people are destined to be a 
captain of industry or a sole trader.

It is likely that the teaching that 
the child or young person received 
and their experience of this will 
influence and shape their success, 
career path and the fullness of their 
lives and interests into adulthood. 
It is a responsibility and these three 
perspectives are why art matters!
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