
Strategies for Creative Thinkers Assignment 
 
Directions: Review each of the strategies listed below as described in Chapter 6 of the Starko text. Complete this chart by providing a 
brief description and possible applications or implications for the classroom. Your description and application may be in the form or 
bullet points, brief phrases, examples or illustrations. 

 
Strategy Links Description  

of Strategy 
Applications/ 

Implications for the Classroom 
Question 
Formulation 
Technique 

The Question Formulation Technique 
(QFT) for Summative Assessment 
https://youtu.be/lfXEf0nG51I  
 
Passion-Driven Research Projects 
https://youtu.be/uHcZlBPD00M 
 

Students create questions similarly to 
brainstorming and go through the 
process to improve and then prioritize 
them. Students alternate between 
open and closed questions to figure 
out how to best express themselves 
and get the most helpful answer.  

Speaking and listening practice for 
English Learners. These students often 
have parents that aren’t sure how to 
navigate systems such as listed in the 
reading, and this would greatly help 
students learn to advocate for themselves. 
This would also encourage them to push 
their language further. I would like to use 
this with writing practice to help them 
include details to make better writing.  

Brainstorming Lessons Learned from the Onion’s 
Creative Process 
https://youtu.be/Rs9rZYE6sMM 
 

 

Coming up with ideas and not 
evaluating them until you have at 
least ten ideas. Evaluation still 
happens, just after the generation 
process is complete, so that it doesn’t 
disrupt the generation of ideas. This 
puts less pressure as the brainstormer 
is generating any ideas they have and 
then afterwards will look at them 
with a more critical eye. This is a very 
non-judgemental approach to idea 
generation. 

Reverse brainstorming would be a great 
way to encourage students’ creativity in 
the classroom. I think it would push them 
to think of topics in a new way and push 
them below the surface. This is 
something that we have struggled with 
this year, so I would like to introduce 
reverse brainstorming about familiar 
topics to see how students respond.  

Scamper SCAMPER: A Writing Strategy 
https://youtu.be/vt6yVWVWTHQ 
 
SCAMPER Demonstrate (using toilet 
paper rolls) 
https://youtu.be/HV36UIiVq_Q 
 

S- Substitute. What could I use 
instead?  
C-Combine. How can I put multiple 
parts together?  
A-Adapt. What else is like this?  
M- Modify. Could we change (modify) 
this slightly to make it better?  
P-Put to other uses. How can this be 
used in a new way?  

You can use mentor texts with 
SCAMPER to help students learn to 
write different genres of text. This would 
be very helpful for Els as we often have a 
hard time getting started. I would love to 
do this with our upcoming unit 
assessment because each unit assessment 
has a mentor text. This could be a great 
scaffold.  

https://youtu.be/lfXEf0nG51I
https://youtu.be/uHcZlBPD00M
https://youtu.be/Rs9rZYE6sMM
https://youtu.be/vt6yVWVWTHQ
https://youtu.be/HV36UIiVq_Q


E-Eliminate. What could I take out of 
this product that is unnecessary?  
R- Rearrange/Reverse. Could I 
change these parts or the order?   

Attribute 
Listing 

[Mindmaping] Attribute listing 
https://youtu.be/vruwnA6lKb8 
 

The student has a problem or product 
that they list attributes of. They list 
the attributes and then when they are 
creating their own product they 
change those attributes to make them 
even better. The candy bar example is 
a great visual of how to list and 
modify attributes of an already known 
product to make a new product that is 
even better.  

I would like to use this starting out with 
pictures. Having students identify 
attributes of a visual would be a great 
practice of English vocabulary that we 
have learned and then we could change 
some attributes to make them better and 
have the students create a new visual.  

Provocations Sparking Curiosity with Self-Directed 
Learning 
https://youtu.be/t3vGXmGazJE 
 

Students choose an area with an open-
ended assignment. There is a lot of 
choice in provocations. They get to 
use their interests to create in the 
station that they choose.  

I like the stations format where students 
get to choose their provocation 
assignment and also get to choose how 
they complete it. I would love to try the 
station idea with my students.  

Random Input Story Cubes in any classroom! Episode #3 
https://youtu.be/pi1klzRjL08 
 

A random word is generated and 
students and teacher are tasked with 
applying that word to what they are 
learning.  

This would be great for Els as they are 
exploring and connecting vocabulary. 
This would be a great daily warm-up as 
they come in so they can get warmed up 
speaking and listening before we get into 
the full lesson. It would activate prior 
learning and vocabulary knowledge.  

Six Thinking 
Hats 

deBona Six Thinking Hats in the 
Classroom  
https://youtu.be/yUIiluJrWKg 
 

There are six different roles 
categorized by colored hats. Students 
complete the task within their role 
and the teacher can lead it whole 
group by switching hat colors as they 
progress. It helps students break 
down types of thinking.  

I would like to gradually use this starting 
with few hats and adding more as we get 
comfortable. This will encourage 
conversation and participation among 
students as they have a specific role 
which narrows down their job and thus 
relieves some pressure.  

Understanding 
the Challenge 

Design Thinking: A Problem-Solving 
Framework 
https://youtu.be/kfBa2AdjRB4 
 
The LEGO Challenge: Creative Problem-
Solving-Teen Technorati EP2 of 8-Wired 
https://youtu.be/JlK7q_ba-RU 

Students identify a challenge and then 
address that challenge. The problems 
can be real or fictional. Students 
explore data (learn about the 
situation) and then frame the problem 
(identify sub problems) and finally 
they generate ideas.  

I would like to use this in a student 
council type of format. Students generate 
school issues they would like to address 
and we analyze how to go about that 
through this process. We could also use 
this strategy with read-alouds.  

https://youtu.be/vruwnA6lKb8
https://youtu.be/t3vGXmGazJE
https://youtu.be/pi1klzRjL08
https://youtu.be/yUIiluJrWKg
https://youtu.be/kfBa2AdjRB4
https://youtu.be/JlK7q_ba-RU


 
The Magic Rope Challenge Creative 
Problem Solving Corporate Events 
Thailand 
https://youtu.be/rWiYmAUyIXs 
 

Using 
Synectic’s 

A Clever Lesson in Self Worth 
https://youtu.be/XOefJFb0_T8 
 
Synectics- Teacher 
https://youtu.be/OrKts_amuaU 
 

This means joining two or more 
different elements using metaphor or 
analogy-based techniques. You make 
the strange familiar and the familiar 
strange.  

Analogies are so important to help 
students process ideas without their bias. 
The money illustration in the video 
would be a great example to use with 
students and would leave a lasting 
impression on students.  

Visualization Best Practices L Visualization in 
Elementary School Geography 
https://youtu.be/1c9kRWpMENk 
 
Analyzing Perspectives through Primary 
Sources, Part 1: Getting Started 
https://youtu.be/3T8IdfdWzfw 
 
Analyzing Perspectives through Primary 
Sources, Part 2: Sharpening and 
Synthesizing 
https://youtu.be/vQCdC2ddK6c 
 
 

Visualization encourages students to 
picture situations in their head to help 
cement the ideas in their learning. It 
ties in with emotions which helps 
memory about topics. Students can be 
encouraged to close their eyes and 
visualize a location or event being 
described.  

We use this frequently with Els to 
encourage them to use description in 
their writing. When they don’t use very 
detailed sentences, it is harder to 
visualize. When they add adjectives, 
adverbs, and prepositions, it is easier to 
visualize the exact picture.  

Creative 
Dramatics 

Too Late to Apologize: A Declaration 
https://youtu.be/uZfRaWAtBVg 
 
Behind-the-scenes of “Bad Romance: 
Women’s Suffrage” 
https://youtu.be/MuPCfIM3NWo 
 
Bad Romance Women’s Suffrage 
https://youtu.be/co6qKVBciAw 
 
Tabletop Roleplaying Games as Social 
Practice 
https://youtu.be/QJwsWsTa1hI 
 

Students explore ideas with their 
minds and bodies. It combines drama 
with learning to help students 
remember information or learn new 
information. Students role play and 
do dramatic exercises to support 
learning. 

We use videos very similar to these 
frequently to help students remember 
content being taught. I would love to get 
them involved in the creative process as 
well. One project we wanted to do this 
year but ran short on time was having 
students role play as weather people to 
give a report using the weather 
vocabulary recently learned. This is a 
goal to implement next year.  
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